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"War racism led witness to L.B..'sting'.
Investigator'testifies"Refe~ Service,acknowledged Mark Ramsey,28, are charged miscondu~wai foundedin 1981"~i"
h h h h . ,that it was his idea for activist' with filinga false re~rt about by the late Henry Oiler.a Long "
e t oug t Up unt ' ,Don Jackson. who is black. to ,,' the incident.Dickeyand ~y :- Beach attorney.activist., ': . ",.

f I
. .

d t :, drive through LongBeach,and arewhite. ' : . .Earlier Wednesday.the seven~ "1
orpoIcemISCOn,UC ", see whether he wouldbe stopped. "I was aware that somepeople' I man, 'fiv&womanjury viewed a -I

, I ' ,:" andharassedbythe police. ' , (aresingled)outforBomekindof :I sixth videota~, showmgJackson"
"I BI ~ CIIIrIt8' , The so.~alled "stinglt was' abuse.,verbal or p~ysi~, ~:: and 'Jeffrey.Hill drivingaround, "

SfalfWlit8r ,r:, secretly vldeot_a~e~by a free-, ,on the color of th~lr skin." wd '.In~lewood l~ the rented 1971 ~~. , LONO BEACH - The per. lance crew for NBCon Jan. 14, Lynn, who explained that lie ',Bwckthe policewouldla~r stop ~.
ceiYed racism David Lynn' 1989. The resultin, footage~ fmt observedthis typeofraciim ,inLongBeach. " ", .:

,J observedin the MarineCorps appears to showretired Long, 'whiletrainingat CampLejeune.' On Tuesday. the jurors
~u~ing the Vietna~, 'Ya~ Beacb~lice Officer.MarkDick.',:'N.C.,withtheMarines. 'wa~h~d five.other,videotapes.,/.
mdirectlyledto the 1989 sting' " ey pushingJacksonmto a plate,' ,Lynn. a former LonJ'Beach" depictingvanous aspeets'of the i~

and resultingmisdemeanortrial' glass window,shattering it. on "resident,said he decidedto dedi.:' 'Dickey~ackson confrontation. , ,

of two former police officel'8,he,' PacificCoastm,hway. ..' cate his life to fighting'racism ,: Attorney Al Ramsey.'who Ii ::,
told a jury Wednesday. Dickey. 30. IS charged with, and civil rights abuses and joined". representing Dickey, question~

Lynn, a private investigator' " assault for allegedly using the referral service in 1987. ,NBC field producer sam Hurst
and formerexecutivedirectorof " excessiveforce.Both he and his' Theadhocgroup,whichin- , ' " PlEASESEETRIAL/12 .
the Police MiSCOQductLawyer former partner. retired Officer, tigatesand tries to exposepolice. I
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'TRIAL: Witness says racism, ;,:.

'~war led to Jaekson, 'sting' ,:',,:;,:
, CONTINUEDFROM11 era. ' :, '

,'about .the .prel!8r8tion,p1an~ "" But Hunt said he wu "not
,and directionmvolved10VIdeo- . di

'

M Jackso .
, tapingJackson'sactivities.The tryingto iect. r. .~ o~

attorney contends Hurst and hIShat.or clothlDgor actlvl~y
Jacksonwerein LongBeachthat t~t might.drawan, altercation.
night to"stage"a mediaevent. Withthe police., .

, , In particUlar,Ramsey(whois The trial resumesat 10 a:m.
not related to the officer)noted, todaybeforeLongBeachMunici.
that Hunt is heardat onepoint palJudgeJamesL.Wright.Jack.
telling Hill where to place his son is 8cheduled to take the
handsto avoidblockingthe cam- ,standsometimetoday., '" I
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StateSenatepanel
toldof deputygangs
InvestigatortestifiesaboutLA. Countyofficers

appear before the Senate subcom-
mittee. which is examining four

, controversial tatal shootings by de-
At least five Los Angeles County puties between Aug. 3 and Sept. 2.

sheriffs stations have organized The subcommittee chairman.
criminal gangs with their own graf- state Sen. Art Torres, D-los An-
fiti and hand signals. a private in- geles, said he was insulted that
vestigator told a state Senate panel Block did not appear. \
Wednesday. He said the committee would!

David Lynn, an investigator for meet at least once more before:
the plaintiffs in a civil suit against making recommendations in De- I
the Lynwood sherifrs station, told cember and that he would invite
the Senate Subcommittee on Police Block o,nceagain.
Officer Conduct that deputies in "I don't want to have to go to the
the gangs also have retaliated extent ofa subpoena," Torres said.
against superiors who did not con- Springs said it would be iuappro-
done their activities. priate for Block to attend the hear-

"One had a dead animal tied to ing because the grand jury is in- i
hiscar.anotherhad a hearsesent to vestigatingthe shootings. I

his house in the middle of the night" lynn, who also has accused the ~
to pick up his son," Lynn said. Sherifrs Department of coercing a :- "One lieutenant was also run down witness to retract a sworn statement
by.twodeputiesin a squad car." she madeto him that she heard de-

SheriffShermanBlockhas main- putiesplot to killa man, said gangs
tairied that the groups are social of vigilante deputies exist at the I

clubs. Lt. Jeff Springs, a depart- Lynwood, Lennox, East Los An-
ment spokesman, said the claims geles, Norwalk and Firestone sta- ,

by Lynn"are not newinformation. tions. IHe worksfor someoneinvolvedin ~ The Lynwo.od Vikings and the I
the Lynwoodlawsuitand this isan- East LosAngelesCavemenare the
other avenueto get some media at- most widelyknown, he said. Both
tention." have identifying tattoos, graffiti,

Although social groups with and hand signals,which he flashed
namesand logosexist at some sub- for the committee.
stations, "we have no indication The Norwalkgang is called the
that theyare actingoutsideof poli- Silver Bullets,while the Firestone
cy and outsideof the law," Springs gang is called the Pirates, and the
said. . Lennox gang is called the Grim

Blockdeclined an invitation to Reapers,he said.

By John Rofe
DIll(v News SlajJWriler
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A Father Is Fatally Shot by the Police in His Home, and His Family Is Asking Why
By BARBARA WHITAKER

COMPTON, Calif., Aug. 27 - Ma-
ria Derain stood before the gunshot-
damaged doors that were propped on
the front of her parents' house today,
questioning why the police fatally
shot her 64-year-old father in his
bedroom earlier this month while
carrying out a search warrant.

"Why did they take my father
away?" Ms. Derain asked. "We want
answers. We demand answers."

Lawyers representing the family
of the father, Mario Paz, said a Fed-
eral civil rights complaint would be
filed in an effort to determine why
Mr. Paz was shot twice in the back as
police officers from EI Monte, a Los
Angeles suburb, swept through his
house about 11 P.M. on Aug. 9., in
search of drugs and drug money.

"A homicide was committed in

this house," said Brian T. Dunn, a
lawyer with Cochran, Cherry, Gi-
vens, Smith & Ferrer. "Armed gun-
men gained entry by shooting shots
through windows and doors."

Mr. Dunn, whose firm's most fa-
mous partner is Johnnie L. Cochran
Jr.; who represented O. J. Simpson,
said Mr. Paz had no criminal record.

Lieut. Mark Sullivan, a spokesman
for'the El Monte Police Department,
said requests for comment were be-
ing handled by an assistant chief who
was not on duty today. But the de-
partment has justified using an elite
SWAT team of about 20 members to
enter the house, pointing to items
found in searches executed a few
days earlier at residences in the Los
Angeles suburbs of Chino and La
Puente. In those searches the au-
thorities found approximately 400
pounds of marijuana, three high-

powered assault rifles and more than
$75,000in cash.

Although El Monte is about 25
miles northeast of Compton, the au-
thorities there have said it is not
unusual for them to go to other juris-
dictions as part of their investiga-
tions. The address of the Paz home, a
modest blue stucco house, had been
used by the person named in the
other search warrants, Marcos Bel-
tran Lizarraga.

Th~ Paz family has said that Mr.
Lizarraga lived in the neighborhood
in the 1980's and ,in the past had mail
sent to their address. But they'main-
tain that they had no connections to
him.

To enter the Paz home, the police
used shotguns to blow locks off the
doors and created a diversion in a
back bedroom. Family members
said they believed that a robbery

was taking place. Earlier in the day,
Mr. Paz had returned from Tijuana,
Mexico, where-he had taken $10,000,
the remainder of a personal-injury
lawsuit, out of a bank. The money
was in the house, the family mem-
bers said.

David Lynn, a private investigator
hired by the lawyers representing
the Paz family, said an extraordi-
nary amount of violence was used to
enter the house, particularly in light
of who was there.

"Mario Paz was never suspected
of any criminal activity," Mr. Lynn
said. "Mario Paz was a hard-work-
ing grandfather."

Mr. Lynn, who has worked as an
investigator for the United Nations,
questioned why the police did not
make more of an effort to find out
who was in the house before using a
violent means of entry.

"Why have they adopted a policy
of shoot first and ask questions lat-
er?" Mr. Lynn said.

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Department reported that four guns- a .22-caliber rifle and three pistols- were found in the house. But none
of the guns were within Mr. Paz's
reach at the time of the shQoting,
people familiar with the setting in
the bedroom have said.

Lawyers for the Paz family de-
clined to discuss what happened in
the bedroom before the shooting,
which is being investigated by the
Sheriff's Department and the inter-
nal affairs unit of the El Monte Po-
lice Department.

Mr. Dunn said he had not decided
whether to name the Compton police
in his civil rights complaint. The
Compton police had' provided sup-
port to the EI Monte authorities.




